
The 21  Century Communitiesst

The Community Planning Process Assessment

The questions included in this assessment are designed to help you look more closely at
issues regarding the planning process in your community as you enter the 21  Century. West

encourage you to visit Project Rosie for additional information regarding the community
planning process. 

We express our appreciation to Michael Crane from the Governor’s Office of Planning and
Budget’s Local Government Planning Project for serving as our team leader in developing the
Community Planning Process Assessment.  If you have questions about governance or
recommendations for this assessment, feel free to contact him by email mcrane@state.ut.us
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Part 1:  A 21  Century Community has legally established, well trainedst

Planning Commission and Board of Adjustments.

Question Rate Yourself Rate Yourself include
Performance: Importance: UU to

1 - 5 1 - 5 in 21  
(low to high) (low to high) Plan

st

Did your community follow all legal requirements
for cities or counties in establishing the Planning
Commission and Board of Adjustments?

Has your planning commission received training
in the Planning Process and understand the legal
implications of their decisions?

Does your planning commission and city council
understand the concepts of “takings” and property
rights as they relate to local planning and zoning?



Does your planning commission take advantage
of the learning opportunities available through
association with peers in organizations such as
the Utah Chapter of the American Planning
Association?

Part 2: A 21  Century Community adopts and regularly updates its generalst

plan.

Question Rate Yourself Rate Yourself include
Performance: Importance: UU to

1 - 5 1 - 5 in 21  
(low to high) (low to high) Plan

st

Does your general plan include a community
base map and address current land use,
population, growth and demographic analysis,
transportation and circulation, environmental
analysis, public facilities and utilities, housing,
neighborhoods, economic analysis, viewshed
analysis and Community design?  The Utah Local
Government Comprehensive Planning Project
provides an overview of these elements. 

Have you updated your General Plan within the
past five years?

Does the Planning Commission AND the City
Council refer to the General Plan in making
recommendations and setting policy?

Part 3: A 21  Century Community implements its general plan through thest

use of well defined zoning and subdivision ordinances.

Question Rate Yourself Rate Yourself include
Performance: Importance: UU to

1 - 5 1 - 5 in 21  
(low to high) (low to high) Plan

st

Does your community have a zoning ordinance
which implements your MOST RECENT general
plan?



Does your community have subdivision
ordinances which implement your MOST
RECENT general plan? 

 

Part 4: A 21  Century Community challenges itself to address key issuesst

which are emerging as they enter the new century.

Question Rate Yourself Rate Yourself include
Performance: Importance: UU to

1 - 5 1 - 5 in 21  
(low to high) (low to high) Plan

st

Does your community have a capital improvement
plan which implements your MOST RECENT
general plan?

Does your community have a Housing Plan which
meets new legislative requirements?

Does your community have a strategy for the
preservation of open space and critical
agricultural lands? 

Does your community have a strategy addressing
growth? Does this strategy employ contemporary
land-use and growth management principles such
as (but not necessarily) cluster zoning; mixed-use
development; performance standards; density
bonuses and requirements, and; growth
boundaries?

Does your community have a current
transportation plan?

Does your community have a historic
preservation strategy? The Utah State Historical
Society and National Trust for Historic
Preservation are outstanding resources.

Does your community have a policy which
considers environmental factors (ie: aquifer
recharge areas, steep slopes, wetlands, flood
plains) in identifying developable lands? 

Is your community addressing issues relative to
long term water supply as part of its planning
process?



Part 5: A 21  Century Community coordinates planning with neighboringst

jurisdictions.

Question Rate Yourself Rate Yourself include
Performance: Importance: UU to

1 - 5 1 - 5 in 21  
(low to high) (low to high) Plan

st

Within your own community, is there a clear line
of communications between the planning
commission and local elected officials to assure
there is a consistent planning voice both for your
citizens and other jurisdictions with whom you
interact?

Does your community participate in any
countywide planning coordination effort in
recognition of the impact county and municipal
land use decisions have on neighboring
jurisdictions?

Are you aware of any regional planning
coordination efforts which may impact your
community? The Southwest Utah Planning
Authorities Council (SUPAC) offers an
outstanding example of such an effort.  In
addition, your regional association of
governments are regularly involved in regional
planning endeavors.

Has you community considering multi-
jurisdictional delivery of services in its planning
considerations.  Have you considered the use of
collaborative tools such as interlocal agreements
and special service districts?



Part 6: A 21  Century Community enhances its knowledge base throughst

tools available on the internet.

Question Rate Yourself Rate Yourself include
Performance: Importance: UU to

1 - 5 1 - 5 in 21  
(low to high) (low to high) Plan

st

Are you aware of sources of economic and
demographic information available on the internet
which can help you understand the trends
impacting your community?

Are you aware of sources of information
regarding community planning such as those
available through the Local Government
Comprehensive Planning Project’s Planning
Resource Page?


